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FRONT VIEW of Visking Co. plant on East Fort Harrison Road, showing general offices, shipping departmen ; 
development building. 3 
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The Visking Co., one of the nation’s top producers of plasi 
film, came to Terre Haute in 1945 and first leased quarter: 
North Fifth street in the building now occupied by Reuben Don 

Co. The plant was moved to its present location in 1947. 4 
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The Terre Haute factory is considered the mother plant of 
Visking operations in the country. Other plants are located in Flen 
ington, N. J.; Fremont, Calif., and Cartersville, Ga. Combined outpu 
of the plants add up to several million pounds of Visqueen film p 
month. The local plant, employing 530 people, is a division of t 
Union Carbide Corp. Value of the company investment in Terre Ha 
is $7 million and the annual payroll is $3,900,000. 
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Visqueen film is ideal for use in packaging, agriculture, com 
struction and diverse industrial purposes i 


„Visking Company has followed a consistent policy of providing 
job security commensurate with the security of the company itself, 
As the business has grown over the years, this policy has shown 
itself in a number of excellent Employe Benefit Plans. Totaling over 
a dozen different plans, the package has been designed to give the 
employe, as well as members of his family, protection during his 
employment, during his retirement, and even after death. E 
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Visking’s past reflects greatness—it promises much for the 


future. We hope that everyone, employes and the community, will 
become an important part of that future. 


BLENDING AREA at the plant where all of raw materials are taken from warehouse and prepared for 
produerion. These large hags contain polyethylene resin, a maiar portion of which is eroduced by Carbice\ 
’ Plastics, another division of Union Carbide. Each bag contains approximately 10,000 Ibs. of raw material: 
Workers shown in the department are (from lett) Jack Brown, Bill Craig, Paul Hollis, Melvin Lumeye, 


Lucian Bouteleaux and Jack McMillan. 
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EXTRUSION AREA, the hub of production at Visking which spins 24 hours A ee 
| THIS SCENE shows an extrusion area in production, the section being a a day, seven days a week. ee A e | elias left) Dale ig ttc ness oe a 
large addition to the original installation. Shown working in the de= Swift, Don Hughes, Larry Maurer, Ray Sutton and Bo Y- PACKING AREA SECTION—Here the semi-finished Visqueen film is 
partment are (from left) Harold Mathias, Bob Highsmith and Ken Ceftin. i packaged for shipment. Employes on the job here are (from left) 


Doyne McKay, lennie Zwerner, Ed Cottrell and Max Waugh. 
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MACHINE SHOP SCENE—Working at the lathes in this department are (from left) Pau! 


VIEW OF SHIPPING DEPARTMENT—The fork lifts shown are loading finished product onto common E- 
carriers for shipping. Working in the department are (from left) Joe Mundell and Billy Haskell, front; a Monko and Harold Harbrueger. Others shown are Tom Jackson, center, and Gene Pearce. 
Ben Fields and Joe Gill, rear. ‘ Ap 
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Production Development Lab 
Newest Addition at Visking 


Researck and development ac-| and operation of a color låbora- 


tivities at the Visking Company 
have expanded considerably since 
the establishment of a new process 
and Product Development Labora- 
tory at the company’s plant on Fort 
Harrison road. 

Laboratory operations got under 
way in mid-July in a new building 
completed about June 1. 

The department will serve sev- 
eral purposes in Visking’s Plastics 
Division which comprises plants 
here and in Fremont, Calif., and 
Flemington, N. J. It is intended 
to correlate certain functions of the 
Technical Division in Chicago and 
the production departments of the 
Plastics plant, along with develop- 
ment of both ‘existing and new 
processes and equipment. 

Team of Specialists. 

Responsibility for achievement of 
these aims lies with the laboratory 
Supervisor, Harold H. Lutzman, 
and two five-member teams of 
trained specialists. 

Don McCollum leads the tech- 
nical assistance section which is 
concerned with improvement of 
existing products and processes 
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tory. His group includes a develop- 
ment technician, color technician, 
technical operator and a mechanic. 


Sole purpose of the engineering 
development group under Sam Fer- 
guson is the development of new 
processes and equipment. Staffing 
this department are a mechanical 
engineer, two technical operators 
and a machinist. 


Whatever their technical titles 
may be, these men are round-the- 
clock troubleshooters. Their busi- 
ness is solving problems and pav- 
ing the way for smoother, faster 
and more efficient production. 

Their headquarters is a 82,000 
square foot corrugated steel build- 
ing located on the east side of the 
main plant. It houses four offices. 
a conference room, machine shop 
and a production area 
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Exhaust pipe ignites 
roof of northside 


Visqueen 


S 
By Dick Robinson 2 8 1997 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A hot exhaust pipe system 
Friday ignited the roof of the 
northside Visqueen_ Film 
Products plant in Fort Harrison 
Industrial Park. 

Terre Haute freighter spent 
nearly 30 minutes bringing the 
fire under control, acting bat- 
talion chief Robin Nicoson said. 

Visqueen employee Jim Coats 
sustained minor injuries in a fall 
while trying to put oùt the fire 
before frighters arrived. He was 
treated and released at Union 
Hospigi 

The fire was reported at 8:38 
a.m. by a Visqueen employee, 
who was outside the building and 
noticed smoke. 

The first firefighters on the 
scene reported smoke was visible 
over the roof area at the north 
edge of the plant, Nicoson said. 
The fire had spread six to eight 
feet in all directions around the 
pipe, he said. Firefighters used 
axes and a power saw to clear 
away a portion of the tar-covered 
roof surrounding the exhaust 
pipe to expose interior beams and 


suppos; 

ant manager Larry A. 
Wheelock said it was fortunate 
an employee spotted the fire, and 
there was no major damage. No 
employees were in that part of 
the building when the fire was 
reported, Wheelock said. 
Employees in nearby areas were 


i lant 
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moved A the building until 
firefighters completed their 
work. 

There was no damage to plant 
equipment, Wheelock said. 

Nicoson estimated damage to 
the roof and exhaust system at 
$5,000. 

Neither Wheelock or Nicoson 
could give a cause for the fire. 
The exhaust pipe is used to 
discharge polyethylene vapors 
and dust. 

Nicoson said three enginee 
companies, two ladder companies 
and two squads consisting of 18 
firefighters responded to the 
alarm. D 

The manufacturing plant 
employees 55 people, and the 
nearby technical center 
employees “pounn 60, 
Wheelock said. 


In another fire: 

Arson was listed as the 
suspected cause of a fire Friday 
afternoon in a vacant and con- 
demned structure at 1522 Wilson 
St., Nicoson said. 

The blaze, reported at 12:36 
p.m., was brought under control 
in 25 minutes, Nicoson said. 

Firefighters determined the 
blaze started on two discarded 
mattresses in the front room of 
the condemned property. Nicoson 
said there is reason to believe the 
fire was set intentionally because 
firefighters found all windows in 
the house were open. 

There was no damage estimate 
because the structure was con- 
demned, Nicoson said. 
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Film manager 6 
ee E 
rote general anager me eel È 


and will head u o 
Film Division of Ethyl C Q Oty 
Plastics Group in_ Richmond.. a Nt 
Th year-old Raley has se b 
s technical anager ia er for vee Tic. bs 
here since 1974. ibp 
` Raley, who holds a bachelor’s in My 
əhysics and mathematics from 
a State University, joined 
een in 1951 as a design and _ 
engineer and has held 
ily over the increasing — 
years. : 
Pp position, Raley sale 
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Yribume Staff Writer | 


A three-year project which 
would have resulted in the! 
iastallation of a manually 
operated signal light or 
pedestrian crosswalk in fromt of| 
the Ethyl Visqueen Co., has 
been stymied omce again, ac- 
corcing to Richard D. Culver. 
Culver is chairman of the safety 
and health committee of Local 
T41, United Steel Workers of 
America, at Visqueen. 

Culver said the city’s Board of 
Peblie Works and Safety have 
rejected a request from the safe- 
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| ty committee to install the light 


or crosswalk on Ft. Harrison 
Rd., in front of the plant. 

Culver said a letter from Jef- 
fery J. Lew, vice president of 
the Board of Works and Safety, 
stated the olty could not par- 
ticipate in the cost of. a 
pedestrian crossing at the plant. 

Lew cited the precedent in- 
volved in this situation is based 
on the procedure that the state! 
highway uses. He said that when 
an industry desirse a signal or 
pedestrian crossing signal to be 
installed, that will be used ex- 
clusively by the employes of 
that plant, then that industry 
must bear the cost of the 
mstallation. 

Lew continued by stating the 
board agrees that some sort of 
pedestrian protection is war- 
ranted, but that the cost must 
be born by Ethyl Visqueen. 

Cuiver said that he has been 
in contact with City Councilman 
Willtam Jarvis who said he 
plans to introduce legislation 
hefore the Common Council for 
installation of ‘the crossing 
equipmert. 

In another effort to alleviate 
the problem Cuiver has written’ 
letters to the U.S. Department} 
of Labor, Occupational Safety! 
and Health Administration, 
seeking federal funds to pur.| 
caase the equipment, and to the 
US. Sma Business Adminis-| 
tration, seeking a lean. | 

The Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration official, 
J. F. Kenpler. replied to Culver 
by stating that ino funds are 
available. He referred Culver to 
the Small Business Adminis- 
tration. 

A response from Robert J. 
Gastinegu. managemen t 
assistance officer of the Small 
Business Administration, said 
the agency was not in Position to! 
nan en the matter. He said that} 
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agency is able to help small busi-, 


nessmen and manufacturing} 
plants comply with safety 
regulations. Unfortunately.’ 


Gastineau said, this does roi ap-| 
ply to traffic contrel lights, 
where- a unit of government, 
Iecal, state, or federal is inven 
ed. 


Cuiver said that during a tele- 
phone conversation this week 
with U.S. Senator Birch E. Bayh 
(D-Ind.) he was told by thej 
senator that possibly the city 
could use a portion of its federal 
revenue funds to install the 
equipment. Bayh told Culver! 
that a letter from his office| 
would be fortheoming concern- 
ing the situation. 

At present in front of the 
plant there is a amber caution) 
light and numerous signs warn- 
ing motorists of pedestrian traf- 
fic. Culver maintains the light 
and the signs are being 
disregarded by motorists and in! 
several incidents employes have: 
narrowly escaped being struck. 
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Visqueen Division 
plans §2. 5 million 


pta TEND W 


expansion of Ha. 


Ethyl es s Vigaueen Film 
Products I on Fort Harrison 
Road is ARTT a $2.5 million 

expansion to be completed this fall. 

The expansion will include new 
laboratory equipment and a 
10,000-square- D ot office building 
for its technical facility, Garland E. 
Raley, technical manager, said 
Friday. 

Sanders and Associates, the 
architectural firm that will con- 
struct the building’ expects to 
break ground June 1 

The new building will be con- 
structed on a hill just east of the 
circa 1959 structure that now 
contains offices and a small pilot 
plant. 

“We ve got the equipment on 
order,” Raley said from his office 
Friday afternoon. “We're gutting 
out part of this building, putting 
the equipment in and moving the 
people to the hill. Were all 
crammed. in here, with a pilot plant 
on the other side of the wall.” 

The combination office building/ 
pilot plant will then become solel 
a pilot plant used for researc 
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purposes. 

Raley said the $2.5 million 
investment is not intended to 
generate new jobs, but added: “We 
expect to grow, and not just 
technically. Were pretty bullish 
about Visqueen’s future.” 

Visqueen’s technical department 
has been on Fort Harrison Road 
just west of Fruitridge Avenue 
since 1959. The 60-member staff 
provides support activities in 
engineering, technical service, de- 
velopment and puchasing for the 
division’s seven plants. 

The local manufacturing facility 
was reopened in the fall of 1983 
after investing about $4 million in 
new equipment and other renova- 
tions. The plant had been: closed 
due to a decline in business in 
1981, but the technical facility 
remained in operation. 

Visqueen’s plant, which employs 
about 60 people, originally opened 
in the 1940s. ft produces 


polyethylene film for health care, 
packaging, industrial and 


agricultural applications. 
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- VisQueen_Film Proa a Tags 
Haute, has received a $15,450 
reimbursement from the state’s 
Training for Profit Program for 
expenses the company incurred 


over the past year training produc- 


tion employees. 

' The training program was an 
in-house project handled at the 
iplant site. 

i VisQueen, which ceased produc- 
ition here in 1981, has resumed its 


ee G LEP W 
manufacturing activity and re- 
called or hired nearly 40 persons. 
Plant manager Larry eelock 
said a few more employees have 
been hired since the, 
state-supported training program 
concluded, The. company employed 
as many as 600 persons in the early 
1960s, according to Wheelock. 
The company has made a major 
investment in the Terre Haute 
plant and installed new 
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high-technology manufacturing 
equipment and rehabilitated older 
machinery used before the 1981 
shutdown. i 
Commenting on the trainin; 
grant, Lt. Gov. John Mutz said, 
“We are pleased that VisQueen 
expanded its Terre Haute plant. 
The return to production apparent- 
ly means that the company’s re- 
search and development effort, 
which has continued there, has 


nds for training costs 
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proven successtul.” 

The company’s product line 
hasn’t changed, and it will continue 
to make specialty plastic films, 
Wheelock said. 

VisQueen’s training grant was 
made available through the Train- 
ing for Profit Program, part of the 
state’s Economic Development 
Package. Mutz said the program 
has aided the training of more than 
35,000 persons since April 1981. 
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The Terre Haute Ethyl Vis-la supervisor in the personnel 
Queen plant has  announced|department from September, 
Several personnel changes. 1965, to July 1, 1966, following 

obert D. Smith was ap-|Seven years as a production 
pointed manager, employe rela-|foreman. Smith went to the 
tions. Named to replace SmitnjLaGrange, Georgia. VisQueen 


'as production superintendent|Plant ‘as production superin: 


was Joseph A. Anderson. Lelandjtendent in July, 1966, and 
R. Higginbotham, production|transferred to the company’s 
foreman, was promoted to pra-|Fremont, California, installation 
duction supervisor to fill the job|in the same capacity in Novem- 
vacated OVERA ber of 1969. He returned to the 
fat Sake T Terre Haute plant as production 
Smith, who ts in his 24th year|SUPervisor in September., 1970, 
with VisQueen, has served in|ênd subsequently became pro- 
several capacities with the firm. |4Uction superintendent." 
He is not new to the field of} Smith is a graduate of Far- 
employe relations, having been|mersburg High School. He and 
“= = ae ihis wife live on RR 23 with their 
son, a student at South Vigo 
High School. and daughier, a 
student at Honey Creek Junior 

High School. 
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Anderson has served 21 of his 
23 years with the company in 
the production department. A 
production foreman for, 19 
years, he was promoted to pro- 
(duction supervisor in March. 
1972, and served in that capacity 
until his recent promotion to 
production superintendent. ~~ 
: A native of West Terre Haute, 
Anderson graduated from Con- 
cannon High School and attend: 
ed Indiana State University. He 
and his wife Betty live on RR 4. 
West Terre Haute. They are the 
parents of two sons and one 
daughter. 
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67? ; 
_ Higginbotham has also been 
with the company 23 years, 21 of 
which were in the “production 
department. He has been a pro 
duction foreman for twenty 
years. He was supervisor of the 
plant's PVC film pilot operation 
for one year. 

| Higginbotham graduated from 
Gerstmeyer High S l and at-! 
tended Indiana State University. 
He and his wife Donna are the. 
parents of four daughters, They’ 
reside at 3329 Broadlands Road. 
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By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 

Tribune Staff Writer 

Terre Haute will be losing a portion 
of a local industry as Ethyl Corp. has 
announced the closing of its Visqueen 
Film Division; the plant will shut 
down by mid-November. 

Approximately 50 salaried and 
hourly employees have been working 
at the plant. 

There are no plans for those 
emplovees to transfer to other 
branches of the company, said a 
company spokesman at the corporate 
headquarters in Richmond, Va. 

Visqueen’s technical department, 
which is adjacent to the main plant on 
Fort Harrison Road, will remain in 
operation here. Fifty people are 
employed in the department, accord- 
ing to Garland Raley. 

The company owns the site and has 
not yet decided on a future use for it. 

The plant, which produces plastic 
film for health care, packaging, in- 
dustrial and agricultural applica- 
tions, has been in Terre Haute since 
the 1940s. 

Larry A. Wheelock, plant manager, 
said, “It should be emphasized that 
Local 7441 of the United Steelworkers 
of America has cooperated with us in 
efforts to improve plant efficiency.” 

However, the company spokesman 
said that the demand for the 
particular kind of plastic made here 
is not sufficient to support the plant. 

He cited the economics of opera- 
tion, based on the age of the facility, 
business demands, and marketing, as 
the main factor for closing the plant. 

He emphazised that Terre Haute is 
not being singled out for closing. A 
plant near Richmond was shut down 
in August. 

The Visqueen Film Division of 
Ethyl Corp. operates six other plants 
in the U.S. 

Ethyl Corp. is best known for its 
gasoline production and is also in- 
volved in other chemical operations. 
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Local VisQueen Film Plant 
Will Be Closed In November 


Ethyl Corporation announced 
Thursday that it will close its Vis- 
Queen Film Division plant here in 
mid-November. 

Approximately 50 salaried and 
hourly employees will be affected by 
the decision. 

The company emphasized that the 
plant closing does not affect the 
employees at VisQueen’s technical 
department. which has facilities at 
the Ft. Harrison Road site on Terre 
Haute’s north side. Ethyl owns the 
Ft. Harrison site and said it has made 
no final decision on its future use. 

The decision to close‘the Terre 
Haute plant is based on business 
conditions in the plastic film market. 
The local plant. which was opened in 
the 1940s, produces plastic film for 
industrial uses. 

Larry A. Wheelock, plant manager, 
said, ‘We regret having to shut down 
our operation, but business conditions 
have dictated this step. It should be 
emphasized that Local 7441 of the 
United Steelworkers of America has 
cooperated with us in efforts to im- 
prove plant efficiency. However, 
business conditions do not justify 
continuing operation of the plant.” 

The VisQueen Film Division of 
Ethyl operates six other plants in the 
U.S. The division makes plastic film 
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for health care, packaging, industrial 
and agricultural applications. The 
VisQueen Division is part of Ethyl’s 
Plastic Group. 
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' Ethyl -Corporation announced 
Thursday that ‘discussions have 
been held with VCA Corpore- 
tion of Greenwich, Conmn., in 
anticipation of Ethyl’s making 
a cash tender offer for all VCA 
commor: stock at a price of 
$17.50 a share. 

_ The proposed offer by Ethyl) 


don of the general affairs of. 
VCA, and negotiations are con- 
‘inuing in an effort to work out 
e terms of a tender offer 
mutually satisfactory to Ethyl) 
and the management of VCA. | 
At the purchase price being 
discussed by Ethyl, if all com- 
mon shares were acquired, the 
transaction would involve more 
than 80 million dollars. 

A cash tender offer for up ta 
maximum of 39 per cent of the 
stock of VCA is currently being 
made by a Dutch concern at a 
price of $13 a share. 

VCA is a producer of plastic 
and metal packaging products 

Rs well as aerosol valves and 
jatomizer and dispenser pumps 
for such packages. In 1973, 
VCA’s net sales were $115,634,- 
000 and its net earnings were 
$7.227,000. 

Ethyl is a major chemical 
manufacturer which in recent 
vears has diversified into other 
product arcas and activities ir- 
cluding plastics, paper, alumi- 
num, oil and gas exploration, 
instrumentation, coal and other 
minerals. In 1973, Ethyl’s net 
sales were $699,602,000, and its 
net income was $52,084,001. - 
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Honors Employes 


Ethyl’s VisQueen Division|VisQueen Division; and Arthu 
honored 33 employees of theiA. Smith. General Manager o 
Terre Haute plant and theirjthe Pipe Products Division. 
guests at its semi-annual ser- it 
vice awards banquet last night Be a a ld ds 
at the Imperial House. On hand|piant, introduced the guests 
for the affair from Ethyl’s Ba-lfrom Baton Rouge. The awards 
ton Rouge headquarters we-€iwore presented by the respec- 
Roland E. McKenzie, Operations} tiye department heads. 
Manager, and Richard W. Good- 
rum, manufacturing manager, 
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Watches were presented to se- 
ven employees in recognition of 
their 25th service anniversaries 
with the company., They were 
Rebert J. Dillon, William D. 
Harison, Kirby L. Holt, Hugh 
A. Manus, Robert W. Stich, and 
Leon E. Ward, all of Terre 
Haute, and Edward Stark of 
West Terre Haute. 


Twelve _ employees were 
recognized for having completed 
twenty years of service. They) 
were Frederick W. Rukes/ 
Rosedale; W. Emnest Scotti 
West Terre Haute; Robert L. 
Beecher, Joseph A. Bowen, 
Wiliam H. Carson, Bill 
McClain, Stanley K. Orndorff, 
Ean E. Saberton, Richard K. 
tewart, Walter E. Templeton, 
Elmer Watson and Virginia M. 
Whitt of Terre Haute. 

Receiving 15-year service 
awards were Jack J. Price, 
Farmersburg; Edward M. Cot- 
trel, Donald .G. Nicholson, 
Ronald O. Porter, Clifford. R. 
simpson and James E. Watson 
of Terre Haute. 

Ter-year award recipients 
wea w R. Murphy and John 
R. W, «worth of Terre Haute. 

Five-year anniversary awards 
were presented to James L. 
Dowers and James W. Fugate of 
West Terre Haute; Ronald L. 
Farlim, Ronald L. Hayne 
Ronald E. Kirby and Donald R. 


Nation ail of Terre Haute, 
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LOCAL ETHYL VISQUEEN 
PLANT REDUCES FORCE _ ud 
Industries ‘ge H Ar aT 17 

The toca! Ethyl Visqueen plant under- 
went a lay-off of about 50 men at the begin- 
ning of October because of poor sales. 

“Hopefully we're pretty solid now," per- 
sonnel manager Robert Smith commented 
about the work force which now numbers 
roughly half of that several years ago. Offi- 
cials have sealed their lips as to exactly 
how many employees remain at Visqueen. 

Marion Williams, the new manager who 
took over in mid-September, said none of 
the men will be rehired due to the poor out- 
look for the film industry during the next 
year. The industry has not fully recovered 
from the blow of the 1973 energy crisis. 

While business has plummeted, no plans 
exist to close down the Terre Haute facility, 
one of seven around the country, Williams 
maintains. 

Yet parent organizations sometimes pull 
surprises on their subsidiaries, Joe Petty of 
the Indiana Employment Security Division 
observed. 

Petty received a request to refer men to 
the Visqueen plant the very same day or- 
ders came in from the Baton Rouge, La., 
parent company to lay off. 
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Several Workers 
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Ethyl Corporitions Vis- 


Queen Division, held its semi- 
annual service awards banquet 
Wednesday evening at Holiday 
Inn. 

M.W. Williams, local plant 
manager, was host to 31 em- 
ployes and their guests. Robert 
D. Smith, employe relations 
manager of the Terre Haute 
plant, introduced employes and 
the awards were presented by 
the respective department 
heads. 

One employe, Harvey H. 
Hayhurst, was honored for hav- 
ing completed 35 years of ser- 
vice with the company. 

James R. Ryan and Felix 
Skipo, Terre Haute; and Rus- 
sell F. Boatman, Brazil, were 
honored for 30 years of service. 

Fourteen employes received 
clocks or watches for having 
completed 25 years of service. 
They were: Bernard F. Fis- 
cher, West Terre Haute; Verl 
M. Webster, Brazil; and Harold 
R. Highsmith, Russell Holley, 
Gerald G. Orman, Lawrence 
Wilson, Harold L. Whitford, 
Robert L. Bradbury, Frank 
Flack, Willard D. Rice, Max G. 
Hughes, Ralph E. Splady, 
Ernest P. Bunzell and Alex S. 
Konazeski, all of Terre Haute. 

Recognition was given to 
Carrol W. Miller, Lloyd B. 
Reed, Carl E. Leslie, William 
T. High and Marjorie C. Davis, 
along with Mary M. Simpson, 
Farmersburg, and John M. 
Davern, Dana, for 20 years of 
service. 

Carolyn J. Girton, Brazil, 
and Judith A. Stricula, Terre 
Haute were honored for 15 
yyears=of service and John F. 
Kellams and James ‘‘Mick” 
» Adams; »bathcef Terre Haute, 

” for 10 y years of service. 
— 
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May Get Jobs Back 195 


About 20 employees who spent 30 years of 
their working lives at VisQueen Film Products 
may get their jobs back. 

United Steel Workers of America, Local 
7441, ratified an agreement with VisQueen last 
week, paving the way for the company to 
reopen, possibly by May 1983. 

“I feel very positive,” said Don Kirby, local 
president. “We are awaiting their decision.” 

Larry Wheelock, the former VisQueen plant 
manager, was unavailable for comment. 

VisQueen, a division of Ethyl Corp. and a 
manufacturer of plastic film, closed its Terre 
Haute plant in December 1981, Kirby said. At 
the time, he said that it employed 60 people. 

If the company decides to reopen, it will 
employ 20, Kirby said. 

The agreement ratified last week provides 
that former workers would be recalled by 
seniority, said William Woodcock, USWA Dis- 
trict 30 staffperson. Woodcock said that wages 
would be higher than they were when the plant 
closed. 

Kirby said that the workers who would be 
rehired have 30 years seniority, are over 55 
years old and are ‘‘highly trained.” 

“We have a unique situation,” Kirby said. 
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VisQueen may reopen 


VisQueen Film Products concluded 
a labor agreement last week that 
paves the way for reopening of its 
Terre Haute plant. 

But company officials say that no 
final decision about the reopening has 
been made yet. 

“Ethyl Corp. has held preliminary 
discussions with United Steel Work- 
ers of America, Local 7441, and city 
officials,” a press release from Ethyl 
headquarters in Richmond, Va. re 
ported. ‘“‘But the discussions are only 
preliminary in nature.” 

Company officials in Richmond de- 
clined further comment. Ethyl is 
VisQueen’s parent company. 

The city council Monday extended 
tax abatements to three additional 
areas, one of which includes the 
former VisQueen plant on Fort Har- 
rison Road. The granting of tax 
abatements were part of the local 
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effort to convince Ethyl to reopen the 
plant, former plant manager Larry 
Wheelock said Tuesday. 

VisQueen closed its Terre Haute 
plastic film manufacturing operation 
in December 1981, said Don Kirby, 
the local union president. At the time, 
Kirby said that the plant employed 60 
people. 

The new agreement with Local 
7441, ratified by members Wednes- 
day, provides for rehiring of former 
VisQueen employees by seniority, 
Kirby said. Kirby said that the first 20 
employees on the list have 30 years 
seniority, are over 55 years old and 
are “highly trained.” 

The agreement, which is an ex- 
tension of the contract in force when 
the plant closed, sets wages at a 
higher level than in 1981, Kirby said. 

“I feel very positive,” Kirby said. 
“We are awaiting their decision.” 
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By CHARLES J. MALOOF 
Staff Writer 

With the national unemployment rate moving 
above 10 percent for the first time since the end of 
the Great Depression, the local employment pic- 
ture is about to improve slightly. 

Ethyl Corp. announced it will reopen its Vis- 
Queen Film Division plant in Terre Haute in 
August 1983, nearly two years after the local 
plastic-film manufacturing operation was closed. 

“We are pleased to announce plans for reopening 
| of the Terre Haute facility next year,” said Larry 
A. Wheelock, plant manager. ‘‘We have received 
the cooperation of Local 7441 of the United Steel- 
workers of America and hope to rehire a number 
of former employees whose experience with Vis- 
Queen would be an asset to our future operations.” 

VisQueen, originally opened in the 1940s, closed 
last November due to business conditions. Its 

technical department, also located on Fort Har- 
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rison nat has continued operations at that site. 

The plant initially will employ approximately 25 
people, although 60 people were employed at its 
closing. 

Local 7441 president Don Kirby said former 
employees will be recalled by seniority “right from 
the top of the list.” There have been several 
retirements from previous workers which has 
dwindled the hiring list, he noted 

“We sat down and negotiated a new three-year 
contract with company officials,” said Kirby, who 
said the pact extended through July 1986. “I was 
very pleased with both parties in the talks and quite 
proud to be part of this agreement.” 

Total investment in the reopening of the plant, 
including the most modern equipment available for 
production of plastic film, will be about $4 million, 
indicated Wheelock. 

Kirby said his people would have to ‘‘familiar- 
ize” themselves with the updated equipment upon 
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return to the facility, but foresees no problems in 
that area. 

“We have had a good relationship and under- 
standing with the plant manager,” said the union 
president, who has been at VisQueen for 31 years. 
“We realize we have to work together to keep the 
plant in business.” | 

In August, the City Council extended tax abate- 
ments to the VisQueen area and this played a part 
in the decision to reopen the plant, said Wheelock. 
“For all practical purposes, this is a new plant,” 
he said. “The City of Terre Haute has given 
excellent co-operation by providing positive incen- 
tives for locating this new facility in the communi- 
ty.” 

The VisQueen Film Division of Ethyl operates 
six other plants in the United States, making 
plastic film for health care, packaging, industrial 
and agricultural applications. 
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